EXPORT LICENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR TRIPS TO EUROPE IN EX-MILITARY VEHICLES.

(USE OF OGELs)

Military vehicles, weapons, and equipment fall under trade controls designed to manage compliance with specific export conditions such as to prevent their unauthorised acquisition or use by foreign entities. The items subject to control are identified in a set of ‘UK Strategic Export control lists’ promulgated by the government’s Export Control Organisation (ECO). One of these is the military list which includes all ex military vehicles and equipment (or converted vehicles and equipment which could be used for military purposes). Vehicles fall under list ML6.  The controls include the requirements for an export licence for any such plant and equipment being taken outside the borders of the UK across the borders of other countries. The export licence can either be an individual licence document or registration for use of a pre-published licence.
The OGEL is an Open General Export Licence. (There are around 40 of these covering various types of export and the one for historic military vehicles is No34.). It is a centrally held government licence and its use can be invoked by private individuals by simply registering for this through the government’s Export Control Organisation SPIRE  https://www.spire.bis.gov.uk  who administer export licensing. The registration simply involves a 3 page on-line application after which you are given a registration reference number in the form SPIRE Reference ‘GBOGE 200X/XXXX’ which represents your personal licence access. It provides a flexibility to accommodate private owners who temporarily use their ex-military vehicles on trips abroad to qualifying countries. (ie to save them having to take out an individual export licence document).
NOTE HOWEVER that there are also exemptions to the requirements to have an export licence. If the vehicle is only going to France, Belgium or Germany, AND it is only being used for historical, battlefield re-enactment, commemorative event, or recreational leisure purposes, AND it is going for a period of less than 3 months, AND it is more than 50 years old, AND it is being returned to the UK after the trip, then there is an exemption such that there is no requirement for an export licence or OGEL reference.
(This is likely to apply to most of our vehicles doing the Normandy trip so if these conditions are met then there is nothing more to worry about!). 
If however, the trip involves crossing any borders into other parts of Europe or the vehicle is less than 50 years old, then an OGEL registration reference would be required. Vehicles on visits to Arnhem for example should therefore have an OGEL registration reference. Note also, that the requirements apply to trailers as well as to the vehicles themselves.
The exemption is in the Export Control (Amendment) Order No 2 from which I have copied the relevant extract after speaking to the ECO organisation for advice:

4.  After article 14 (exceptions for vessels), insert— 

“Exception for historic military vehicles
14A.  (1)  The prohibition on the export of military goods in article 3 does not apply to the export of a vehicle or component falling within entry ML6 in Schedule 2 provided that the following conditions are met. 

(2) The conditions are that— 

(a)the vehicle or component was manufactured more than 50 years before the date of exportation;
(b)the exportation is to a destination in Belgium, France or Germany;
(c)the exportation is for the purposes of a military re-enactment, commemorative event or recreational activity; and
(d)the vehicle or component is to be returned to the United Kingdom within 3 months of the date of exportation.”.
I have attached two guidance documents for registering to use an OGEL in case anybody needs them. 

